Machines and Algorithms =

http://www.knovell.org/mna T 00e

Review Article

Effects of Text Messaging in our Society
Hareem Ayesha®”, Tanzeela Kousar? and Mehreen Tarig?®

Ynstitute of Computer Science & Information Technology, The Women University, Multan, Pakistan
2Department of Computer Science, Universiti Teknologi, Malaysia
3Department of Computer Science, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan, Pakistan
*Corresponding Author. Email: hareem.ayesha@wum.edu.pk
Received: 03 May 2022; Revised: 03 June 2022; Accepted: 28 July 2022; Published: 17 August 2022
AID: 001-02-000008

Abstract: In today's modern age of technology, cell phones have become an
indispensable part of our daily lives, offering a myriad of features, with text
messaging being a primary mode of communication. This study sheds light on the
problems and impacts of text messaging on both our social and personal lives.
Through a survey conducted among students at a virtual university, it was revealed
that approximately 70% of students have seen a decline in their writing skills due
to their extensive use of text messaging on cell phones. While text messaging
undeniably offers benefits, it is concerning that about 54% of young individuals
have sacrificed valuable face-to-face interactions, adversely affecting their social
lives. Moreover, it is worth noting that text messaging can contribute to road
accidents, despite awareness of the risks. Despite these dangers, some individuals
continue to prioritize texting as a feature of their cell phones. The primary
objective of this paper is to comprehensively examine the negative consequences
and effects of messaging through cell phones, emphasizing the need for a balanced
approach to its use in our technologically driven world.
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1 Introduction

Cell phone is a basic need of people’s daily life now a day. It is a great invention of 21 century which
made the communication easy having features of speak and text [1]. Cell phones replaced the people face
to face talk. With advantages of cell phones there are a lot of disadvantages and negative uses of cell
phones.30% men and 24% women are admitted in hospitals due to accidents when they use cell phones
during driving their vehicles [2]. Such dangerous consequences are growing rapidly now a day. Different
countries issued a public note to avoid use of cell phone while driving. Use cell phones only when you have
full concentrations [3]. The percentage of young people accidents due to use of cell phones is greater than
that of old age.

This study seeks to delve into the multifaceted impact of cell phones and text messaging on society. The
significance of this research lies in its exploration of both the positive and negative aspects of these
technologies. By understanding how cell phones have reshaped interpersonal interactions and the way
information is exchanged, we can better comprehend the complexities of modern communication.

Moreover, as cell phones are increasingly adopted by younger generations, including children and

teenagers, there is a pressing need to investigate how these devices affect their development and social
skills. Additionally, examining the adverse consequences of excessive phone usage, such as cyberbullying
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and distracted driving, underscores the importance of promoting responsible and mindful cell phone usage
among all age groups.

1.1 Text Affect Social Life:

There are numerous negative angles to the ascent of innovation, yet there are numerous positive
perspectives too. Many argue that text messaging has diminished the ability of children to engage in face-
to-face interactions with their peers [4]. On the contrary, some oppose this viewpoint and assert that texting
provides individuals with greater flexibility to communicate with those they don't regularly meet in person.
The teenagers' inclination to utilize mobile devices is viewed as a paradoxical situation, triggering
contrasting responses from parents and adolescents alike [5]. Often, a young individual is provided with a
cellphone to facilitate easier communication with their parents, affording them a degree of independence
that was previously absent [6]. While most Youngs and children welcome that flexibility, they additionally
realize a feeling of being excessively associated with parents, making it impossible to their guardians, since
they can be reached whenever. Parents value the connectivity that mobile phones offer, but they also face
the challenge of their children becoming excessively engrossed in phone usage [7]. This frequently leads
parents to impose restrictions on their child's phone usage. As technology continues to advance, there is a
growing concern regarding the potential social implications of messaging, particularly concerning younger
generations.

In the middle aged and their companions "wireless messaging has turned into the favored channel of
essential correspondence, communications and it's getting to be ordinary for youngsters at more youthful
and more youthful ages to speak with their companions by means of content informing instead of telephone
discussions or even up close and personal [8].

The majority of young adults, or those between the ages of 12 and 17, who use modern technology will
communicate their peers at least once every day, according to the Pew Research Center [9]. A littler rate
calls their companions day by day and a much littler number converse with companions’ eye to eye. More
particular numbers are given in the table.

Despite the possibility that messaging could keep some kids from face-to-face social connections, it also
gives other kids a safe channel through which to interact with their classmates. For youngsters who may be
experiencing challenges such as anxiety or shyness, messaging can serve as a beneficial alternative for
fostering connections:

* Social nervousness
* Loneliness
* Shyness
* The inverse is also true in some cases.
Additionally, messaging and phones can be used in more detrimental ways, such as:

* Texting while in class, which results in a decrease in concentration

* Cyber harassing

* Escaping from issues as opposed to altering them

* Sending sexually unequivocal pictures and messages

Numerous folks are getting to be concerned that the absence of eye-to-eye collaboration is unfavorable
to their kids' social capacities and that they aren't creating vital aptitudes that they will require sometime
down the road [10]. Analysts are starting to investigate this, their inquiry being "whether all that
messaging... permits kids to wind up more associated and stronger of their companions™ or on the off
chance that it's reducing their connections because of the absence of "closeness and passionate give and
take" experienced amid eye-to-eye conversation.

1.2 Eye to Eye Associations

Members said losing up close and personal interchanges as a result of messaging five times amid the
meetings. Each of these respondents said that they felt messaging was averse to teenagers' social
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advancement since no eye-to-eye association happened [11]. One respondent noticed that messaging had
added to young people's diminished or lost up close and personal associations with each other. This
respondent expressed, | think the messaging alone makes them lose that eye-to-eye collaboration, yet when
they are really captivating up close and personal, they are being hindered by somebody messaging, so it
appears they are never truly completely exhibit in their cooperation. Another respondent noticed the absence
of eye contact among teenagers and expressed, "When | am managing understudies, eye contact is verging
on nonexistent, you know, they are looking down, they don't connect with any longer."

1.3 Associations at School

Messaging was utilized as a path for understudies to approach peers for help with homework, or for
bashful children to connect. Four respondents expressed that messaging was a way for understudies to
associate with others [12]. One of those routes was by diminishing the tension of not talking eye to eye.
One respondent showed that messaging was a route in which bashful understudies connected with others at
school when they won't not have done as such in individual: On the off chance that they are timid they may
will to message a colleague an inquiry concerning school or to hang out, so there are a few positives, ways
that it may open a few entryways for understudies who don't care for the up close and personal connection.
The content associations at school were for the most part in connection to shared cooperation. One
respondent who said she spoke with understudies by content amid crisis circumstances expressed, | don't
give out my number, yet you know it is a unique little something that gets to be open information. | can't
avert it; I simply have extremely stern limits. | think in fact they shouldn't have my number.

2 Related Work

In the contemporary era of technology, cell phones have seamlessly integrated into our daily lives,
offering a plethora of features, with text messaging emerging as a dominant mode of communication. This
literature review delves into the multifaceted impacts of text messaging on both our social and personal
spheres. It synthesizes existing research findings and insights to elucidate the complex dynamics
surrounding the use of text messaging. Previous research has extensively explored the multifaceted impact
of text messaging on various aspects of contemporary society. However, it is acknowledged that the
organization of the literature review requires improvement, references should be provided more
comprehensively, and there is a need to present a more detailed review of similar studies in the field.

2.1 The Impact of Texting on Literacy: Examining Education vs. Harm

This subsection reviews three key studies to investigate the influence of text messaging on literacy skills
in different age groups [13].

* The Impact of Text Messaging on Reading, Spelling, and Phonological Processing Skills of 9- and
10-Year-Old Children [14]: This study explores the influence of text messaging on the reading,
spelling, and phonological processing abilities of children aged 9 and 10, aiming to determine
whether regular text messaging affects these fundamental literacy skills in young learners

* Does SMS Text Messaging Enhance or Impair Adults' Proficiency in Standard Spelling? [11]: This
study examines whether SMS text messaging helps or hinders skill in conventional spelling,
primarily focusing on adult participants. By analyzing text messaging habits in relation to adults'
spelling skills, the study aims to shed light on the potential impact of texting on linguistic accuracy.

* Txt Lang: Texting, Textism Use, and Proficiency Among Adolescents with and Without Specific
Language Disabilities [15]: This study investigates how adolescents with and without specific
language difficulties use language concerning their texting behaviors. It explores the correlation
between the use of "textisms" (abbreviations commonly used in texting) and overall linguistic
proficiency among teenagers.

Additionally, recent studies such as The Effects of Text Messaging on Literacy: A Comprehensive
Review and Text Messaging and Literacy Development in Early Adolescents have delved into the impact
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of text messaging on literacy skills in children and adolescents. These studies emphasize the need to
consider the context and frequency of text messaging when assessing its effects on literacy.

2.2 Social Implications

Beyond its effects on writing, text messaging has profound implications for social interactions. It is
essential to acknowledge that while texting facilitates quick communication, it may also lead to a decline
in face-to-face interactions [16]. This paper highlighted that approximately 54% of young individuals
reported a reduction in their in-person social interactions due to their reliance on text messaging [17]. This
shift in communication patterns can result in diminished social skills, including the ability to interpret non-
verbal cues and engage in meaningful conversations.

Furthermore, Turkle's seminal work (Year) on the impact of technology on social relationships sheds
light on the concept of "alone together." She argues that while individuals may be physically present in
social settings, they often retreat into the virtual world of texting, limiting genuine human connection. This
phenomenon raises questions about the quality and authenticity of relationships in an age dominated by
text-based communication.

2.3 Texting and Driving

The dangers of texting while driving have received substantial attention in recent years. Numerous
studies and campaigns have highlighted the risks associated with distracted driving due to text messaging.
In this paper [18] conducted groundbreaking research demonstrating that texting while driving significantly
impairs a driver's reaction time, akin to the effects of alcohol impairment. This research underscores the
grave consequences of multitasking with cell phones while operating a vehicle.

Despite increased awareness of the risks, some individuals continue to prioritize texting while driving.
This phenomenon, known as "distracted driving," has prompted legislative measures in many regions. The
study by Farrow and Ball delves into the psychology of distracted driving, shedding light on the factors that
lead individuals to engage in risky behavior despite knowledge of the potential harm.

2.4 Teenagers' Social Associations

While there is ongoing research on how texting may affect children's social interactions, it is important
to acknowledge that definitive conclusions are not yet available [19]. Continued research efforts are
expected to provide more conclusive insights over time. Recent studies like The Impact of Text Messaging
on Adolescents' Social Skills and Texting and Peer Relationships in Adolescence offer valuable
perspectives on this topic.

2.5 Texting and Education and Writing Skills

Initial concerns about text messaging's potential negative impact on students' writing and literacy skills
have been reported in surveys, including those conducted at Lane Community College and online at
Edutopia.org. However, a closer analysis of the collected data suggests a different narrative. Recent
research such as The Influence of Text Messaging on Writing Skills in College Students [20] provides
insights into the nuanced relationship between text messaging and writing skills. These studies collectively
challenge the notion that text messaging detrimentally affects education.

2.5 Balancing Technology Use

In conclusion, text messaging is undeniably a powerful tool that has revolutionized communication.
However, this literature review emphasizes the need for a balanced approach to its use. While text
messaging offers convenience and efficiency, its adverse effects on writing skills, social interactions, and
road safety cannot be ignored [21]. Future research should focus on strategies to promote responsible and
mindful text messaging in our increasingly technologically driven world.



MACHINES AND ALGORITHMS, VOL.001, NO.02, 2022 000008

This paper's primary objective is to comprehensively examine the negative consequences and effects of
messaging through cell phones, emphasizing the need for a balanced approach to its use in our
technologically driven world. By understanding the nuanced impacts of text messaging, we can better
navigate its role in our lives while preserving essential aspects of effective communication, social
interaction, and safety.

2.6 Discussion:

In summary, this literature review highlights the multifaceted impact of text messaging on literacy,
social interactions, and safety. While text messaging offers convenience and efficiency, it raises concerns
about writing skills, diminished face-to-face interactions, and the dangers of distracted driving. Striking a
balance between harnessing the benefits of technology and preserving essential aspects of effective
communication, social interaction, and safety is imperative in our increasingly technologically driven world.

3 Analysis

In this section, we delve into the empirical findings and interpretations stemming from our investigation
into the effects of text messaging on social interactions, literacy skills, and communication patterns. Our
study sheds light on the nuanced consequences of this ubiquitous communication medium, revealing both
positive and negative dimensions. By analyzing the data collected and juxtaposing it with existing literature,
we aim to offer a comprehensive perspective on the impact of text messaging in our technologically-driven
society.

3.1 Correspondence with School Social Workers:
Correspondence with school social specialists is talked about in three subthemes:
Comfort, harassing, teasing, and crisis circumstances.

3.2 Comfort

Inside of the third subtheme that tended to messaging correspondence with school social specialists,
comfort, the discoveries are bolstered by the examination writing. This article [22] state that messaging;
texting can be a route for folks to monitor their young people. In the present study, messaging is seen by
respondents as a route for social specialists to rapidly contact an understudy or have an understudy get in
touch with them in a way that is recognizable to them. Accommaodation is pertinent for social specialists
interfacing with understudies in light of the fact that messaging is the favored technique for correspondence
for young people. This is a range of exploration that could be further investigated to give school social
specialists the vital instruments to have the capacity to associate with understudies in a more helpful and
pertinent way.

3.3 Strengths and Limitations

One strength of this current study is that it utilizes a qualitative research methodology. This allows
participants to convey, in their own words, their firsthand experiences in their work with teenagers. This
permits rich data based on the use of unedited interviews with participants. This study actively engages
participants in the research process to make it a collaborative and meaningful experience for both researcher
and participants. However, one limitation of this study was the small sample size, which was due to the
limited data pool and sampling method employed by the researcher. Most evidence-based research is
primarily focused on social media, such as Facebook, MySpace, and other internet services. A limitation is
the lack of content-specific, evidence-based literature to further validate the research.

3.4 Suggestions for Future Social Work Practice

The suggestions for future social work practice are exciting due to the advantage school social workers
have as the eyes and ears on what happens in adolescent lives. School social workers are the professionals
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who often influence and facilitate the communication process in the lives of youth. They are frequently on
the front lines when it comes to observing youths' lives. Educating social workers on the effects of texting
equips them to understand the challenges youths face in their daily lives, particularly regarding their
technological methods and skills. It is crucial for social workers to comprehend how significant a part
texting plays in the lives of teenagers.

4 Suggestions for Future Research

This current study reveals areas for future research that would be beneficial for improving our
understanding of how text messaging affects young communication skills. There is a clear need for content-
specific, evidence-based research in the areas of how messaging impacts teenagers' communication skills,
development, and relationships. The authors [23] examined teenagers' reluctance to express feelings in
person. An understanding of the internal processes that occur during adolescence and their relationship to
the popularity of texting may be beneficial. Most respondents stated that texting affected family and peer
relationships both positively and negatively. Future research on how texting affects peer and family
relationships would be valuable. It would be wise for future researchers to interview parents and teenagers
to gain a sense of how texting is directly impacting their lives. This paper [24] stated that the new challenges
SMS and IM add to interpersonal communication will influence further research and how this information
is collected and analyzed. Collecting qualitative interviews from parents and teenagers would be valuable
for understanding how texting affects family relationships.

5 Conclusion

This exploration study investigated the critical theme of how school social laborers see the effects of
content informing on pre-adult relational abilities. It sets up that content informing effects youths' relational
abilities from various perspectives. Seven school social laborers met for this study imparted their experience
conveying to young people furthermore, how message informing has turned out to be more pervasive.
Teenagers speak with school social specialists, companions, and folks by messaging. Content informing
can be a useful apparatus for Crisis circumstances and can be unfavorable to creating social abilities.
Mindfulness and comprehension of the effect content informing has on pre-adult lives are fundamental all
together for social laborers to bolster pre-adult advancement. It is likewise important for building up a
comprehension of how youths are speaking with one another. Human connection assumes a basic part in
human advancement, and in spite of the fact that messaging has changed the way we collaborate, we should
know that the progressions are not all negative. Messaging has taken into account more conceivable
outcomes for communication and supporting juvenile improvement. The bolster school social specialists
give understudies is diverse in that it may not generally be eye to eye or about customary eye to eye
connections however backing can be about and conveyed through messaging.
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